
 
 
SOUTHWARK COUNCIL 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL PROFILES OVERVIEW 
 
 

www.southwark.gov.uk 

 

 
There were 288,283 residents estimated to be living in the London Borough of Southwark when the 
latest Census was conducted on 27th March 2011. 
 
The Council is divided into 21 wards, which are grouped together to form five Community Councils: 
Bermondsey and Rotherhithe, Borough, Bankside and Walworth, Camberwell, Dulwich, and Peckham 
and Nunhead. 
 
The Community Councils form part of the council's decision making process. They consist of area-
based public meetings held five times a year where local people can meet together with their ward 
councillors to discuss local matters and issues of concern. These elected councillors make decisions on  
areas such as traffic management, community safety and environmental improvements. The Community 
Councils also allocate money through the Community Council Fund, the Cleaner Greener Safer Capital 
& Revenue Scheme, and the Highways Capital Investment programme. 
 
In order to support the Community Councils to fulfil their role, profiles have been developed outlining the 
key characteristics of each Community Council area.. 
 
This document provides a summary table for the key characteristics for each of the Community Councils 
along with overall proportions for Southwark and England. In addition to this, there are five separate 
documents for each of the Community Council areas containing a brief analysis of characteristics for 
each locality. 
 
The final page of this document contains a table which defines each of the characteristics provided in 
the profiles.
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Key: Highest Proportion in Southwark Lowest Proportion in Southwark 
 

 Characteristic Category 
Bermondsey 

& 
Rotherhithe 

Borough, 
Bankside 

& 
Walworth 

Camberwell Dulwich 
Peckham & 
Nunhead 

Southwark England 

Demography         

Male 50% 50% 49% 48% 49% 49% 49% 
Gender 

Female 50% 50% 51% 52% 51% 51% 51% 

Under 15 15% 17% 20% 21% 22% 19% 19% 

16-24 14% 18% 14% 8% 12% 14% 12% 

25-29 16% 13% 11% 9% 10% 12% 7% 

30-34 13% 11% 11% 11% 10% 11% 7% 

35-39 9% 8% 9% 10% 9% 9% 7% 

40-44 7% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8% 7% 

45-49 6% 7% 7% 8% 7% 7% 7% 

50-54 5% 5% 6% 6% 6% 6% 6% 

55-59 4% 3% 4% 5% 4% 4% 6% 

60-64 3% 3% 3% 4% 3% 3% 6% 

Age 

65+ 7% 7% 7% 10% 8% 8% 16% 

White 63% 51% 47% 72% 45% 54% 85% 

Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups 5% 6% 6% 6% 7% 6% 2% 

Asian/Asian British 12% 12% 8% 6% 7% 9% 8% 

Black/African/Caribbean/Black British 17% 27% 35% 14% 38% 27% 3% 

Ethnic Group 

Other Ethnic Group 3% 4% 4% 1% 3% 3% 1% 

Christian 53% 51% 53% 49% 55% 53% 59% 

Buddhist 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 

Hindu 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 

Muslim 7% 11% 9% 4% 10% 9% 5% 

Religion 

No religion 28% 25% 26% 34% 24% 27% 25% 

English main language 78% 77% 80% 90% 82% 80% 92% English 
Proficiency English not main language: Speaks English well 20% 19% 16% 9% 15% 17% 6% 
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 Characteristic Category 
Bermondsey 

& 
Rotherhithe 

Borough, 
Bankside 

& 
Walworth 

Camberwell Dulwich 
Peckham & 
Nunhead 

Southwark England 

English not main language: Can’t speak English 
well 

2% 4% 4% 1% 4% 3% 2% 

Economy         
Economic 

Activity 
Economically Inactive (includes 65+) 

25% 30% 27% 23% 28% 27% 30% 

Benefits
1 

Benefit Claimants 13% 15% 15% 9% 17% 14% 14% 
Housing         

Whole house or bungalow 17% 12% 21% 50% 34% 24% 77% 
Housing Type 

Flat, maisonette or apartment 82% 86% 77% 48% 65% 74% 21% 

Owned / shared ownership 30% 22% 29% 56% 31% 31% 64% 

Social rented 40% 52% 50% 21% 48% 44% 18% 
Household 

Tenure 
Private rented / living rent free 30% 26% 21% 23% 21% 25% 18% 

Health & 
Disability 

        

Health Bad Health 5% 5% 5% 4% 6% 5% 5% 

Obese 4-5 years 13% 15% 14% 8% 14% 13% 10% Childhood 
Obesity

2 
Obese 10-11 years 30% 28% 27% 17% 26% 27% 19% 

Disability Day to day activities limited 13% 14% 15% 12% 15% 14% 18% 
 

Source (unless otherwise stated): Census 2011 
1
Source: DWP Benefit Claimants August 2013 

2
Source: National Child Measurement Programme 2009/10 to 2011/12 

 
To explore further Census 2011 data visit www.nomisweb.co.uk and for other statistics visit www.ons.gov.uk  
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Characteristic Definition 

Demography  
Gender The proportion of Census 2011 respondents identifying as male or female. 

Age The proportion of Census 2011 respondents in each age band. 
Ethnic Group The proportion of Census 2011 respondents in each ethnic group. 

Religion 
The proportion of Census 2011 respondents identifying as belonging to each religion. Religions with less than 1% of 
respondents have been excluded. 

English Proficiency The proportion of Census 2011 respondents by their ability to speak English. 
Economy  

Economic Activity 
The proportion of Census 2011 respondents that are either retired, economically inactive students, looking after home or 
family, long-term sick or disabled or otherwise economically inactive. 

Benefits
 

The proportion of the working-age (16-64) population that are claiming one or more DWP benefits. 
Housing  

Housing Type The proportion of Census 2011 households by accommodation type. 
Household Tenure The proportion of Census 2011 households by tenure type. 
Health & Disability  

Health The proportion of Census 2011 respondents identifying as either being in bad or very bad health. 

Childhood Obesity
 The proportion of children measured by the National Child Measurement Programme 2009/10 to 2011/12 that are obese by 

age group. 
Disability The proportion of Census 2011 respondents whose day to day activities are limited either a little or a lot. 

 


