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1 Applications for new Vehicle 
crossings 
 

1.1 Notes 
 

a. This standard explains requirements about 
the use and design of crossings for motor 
vehicles over footways and cycle tracks to 
allow them to reach private land from the 
carriageway. These are known as vehicle 
crossings. It does not apply to crossings to 
allow pedal cyclists access over footways. It 
also explains requirements about white H-
bar markings. These are sometimes 
introduced in front of vehicle crossings to 
deter people from parking in front of them. 

b. See the SSDM webpages at Southwark 
SSDM about the design of streets and 
spaces. 

 

 

1.2 Discussion 
 

a. Vehicle crossings are features that allow 
motorised vehicles access over footways so 
that they can reach driveways or other hard-
standing areas on private land. They need 
to be carefully located and designed so that, 
amongst other things, 
i. footways aren’t damaged as vehicles 

pass over them 
ii. vehicles do not overhang the highway 

when parked on private land or dwell on 
the highway when entering/exiting it, 
thereby causing an obstruction 

iii. their visual impact is minimised and, 
wherever possible, a sense of continuity 
of the footway and pedestrian priority is 
maintained 

iv. potential conflict with pedestrians (and in 
the case of emerging vehicles) other 
vehicles in the carriageway is safely 
managed. 

 

b. White ‘H-bar’ line markings are sometimes 
installed along the edges of carriageways in 
front of vehicle crossings and other features 
like dropped kerbs for pedestrians. This is 
normally done to deter vehicles from parking 
in front of them. However, they have no legal 
status and are purely advisory. Section 56 of    
the Traffic Management Act 2002 (TMA) 
makes it automatically an offence to park in 

front of vehicle crossings or pedestrian 
dropped kerbs. The need for H-Bars is 
therefore questionable and they are often 
identified as an instance of street clutter. 

See DS 007 regarding the use of H-bars. 
 
 
 

1.3 Design and construction by the 
Highway Authority 

 

1.3.1 General 
 

a. Residential property owners may apply to 
the Highway Authority to design and 
construct new vehicle crossings to serve 
their properties. Applicants should 
contact Highways@southwark.gov.uk. If 
the crossing will serve commercial 
premises then applicants are advised 
that the Highway Authority are likely to 
require them to enter into agreements 
under section 278 of the Highways Act 
1980. Fees are payable for both of these 
services. 

 

b. If the Highway Authority agrees to 
provide the above design and 
construction services it does not 
guarantee that a design for a Vehicle 
crossing will be accepted and/or its 
subsequent construction authorised. 
Design acceptance remains subject to 
the requirements in section 1.5 whilst 
construction authorisation is subject to 
those in section 1.6.  
 
 

1.3.2 Exclusions 
 

a. Residential applicants should note that 
the Highway Authority will not undertake 
the following actions. Applicants must 
arrange and undertake these themselves 
at their own expense. 

i. Obtaining Town & Country planning 
permission where this is necessary. 
Examples where this may be required 
are listed below. However, applicants 
are advised to check with the Council 
acting in its capacity as Local Planning 
Authority for formal details (see note).  

 The premises to be served is either 
located on a classified road (an A 
or B road), is not a single dwelling 
or is a commercial property. 

http://www.southwark.gov.uk/ssdm
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/ssdm
mailto:Highways@southwark.gov.uk
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 The hard-standing to be provided 
on the private land is not 
constructed out of permeable 
material and is > 5m2. 

 The premises to be served is a 
listed building and the proposals 
require a private wall, railing or 
fence or gate to be demolished or 
modified or other works that would 
affect its character. 

 The premises to be served is 
located in a conservation area and 
the proposals require all or part of 
a boundary wall, railing, fence, gate 
or similar to be demolished or 
removed where they exceed one 
metre in height. 

 The proposals require a tree to be 
felled that is subject to a tree 
preservation order or which is 
within a conservation area. 

ii. Obtaining the owner of the premises’ 
written consent to any necessary legal 
agreements as section 1.4 if the 
applicant is not the owner. 

iii. Designing and constructing works on 
private land to meet the design 
requirements in section 2.4. 

 

NOTE: See the ‘Sustainable Transport’ 
(Southwark Council, 2010) supplementary 
planning document for details of the council 
acting as Local Planning Authority’s 
requirements for the assessment of 
applications to create private accesses. 
 
 

1.4 Legal conditions 
 

a. The Highway Authority imposes the 
following conditions on applicants and their 
successors when it authorises new vehicle 
crossings.  
i. They shall not allow any vehicle parked 

on their premises to overhang the 
footway. See section 2.4.1 for further 
information. 

ii. They shall not construct any gates over 
the private drive unless they are set back 
≥ 6m from the interface with the highway. 
See section 2.4.4 for further information. 

iii. Vehicles shall exit the vehicle crossing in 
forward gear. Wherever practical they 
shall also be required to enter in forward 
gear too.   This  is  mandatory  in  certain 

circumstances. Where it is not 
mandatory and it is not possible for 
them to both exit and enter the 
crossing in forward gear then 
preference will be given to the former. 
They will be required to reverse in so 
they can later exit in forward gear. See 
2.5.7 for further information. 

iv. They shall not obstruct visibility splays 
within their premises at the interface 
between the private hard-standing 
and highway for vehicle users 
emerging onto the highway. See 
section 2.5.2 for further information. 

These will be specified in the 
authorisation letter and are made under 
section 184(b) of the Highways Act 1980. 
 
 

1.5 Approving designs for new 
vehicle crossings 

 

a. New vehicle crossings must be designed 
and accepted in accordance with SSDM 
requirements. These are not limited to 
the requirements in this standard. They 
include also requirements in other SSDM 
standards and procedures. 

 

b. For the avoidance of doubt, the Highway 
Authority will not accept designs for 
proposed new vehicle crossings until the 
following actions are complete (as 
appropriate). 
i. Town & Country planning consent is 

obtained as necessary (see section 
1.3.2). Applicants are responsible for 
demonstrating to the Highway 
Authority that this is unnecessary or 
providing evidence that it has been 
obtained. 

ii. Any affected property owner’s 
permission is obtained (see section 
1.3.2). Applicants are responsible for 
providing evidence to the Highway 
Authority that they have this. 

iii. A Stage 1+2 Road Safety Audit is 
complete if one is required (see ‘c’). 

iv. (If the Highway Authority has been 
appointed to design and construct the 
vehicle crossing as section 1.3) Any 
fees owed to the Highway Authority 
that are due by this stage are paid. 

v. (For crossings to serve commercial 
premises) Details about the type and 
frequency of vehicles that will use the 
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vehicle crossing are provided (see note). 
This should be included in a Transport 
Statement or Traffic Impact Assessment 
(as appropriate) associated with the 
related Planning submission.  
 

NOTE: This information is necessary to 
determine both the minimum size for the hard-
standing on private land (see section 2.4.1) and 
the standard detail to be used for the crossing 
(see section 2.5.1).  
 

c. Road safety audit as per Southwark’s 
procedure is required for designs for 
proposed new vehicle crossings when any 
of the following apply. Acceptance of 
designs is subject to the outcomes of this. 
i. The vehicle crossing is located on a 

classified road (an A or B road). 
ii. The vehicle crossing serves a 

commercial premises. 
iii. The proposed position of the vehicle 

crossing both  

 conflicts with a location criteria as 
Table 1, so requiring a Departure to be 
agreed; and 

 Table 1 states that Departure from 
that location criteria is subject to Road 
Safety Audit.  

iv. Any departure from that criteria will first 
be accepted in principle only. Full 
acceptance of the departure will not be 
confirmed (such that the wider design 
proposal may be accepted) until the 
stage 2 (or 1+2) road safety audit 
process is complete.  

v. In other instances the Highway Authority 
will confirm the need for road safety audit 
on a case specific basis (see note).  

 

1.6 Authorising construction of new 
vehicle crossings 
 

a. Everywhere a design for a new vehicle 
crossing has been accepted, the 
Highway Authority will not authorise it to 
be constructed until all the following 
actions are complete (as applicable). 

i. The applicant has completed any 
necessary works on their private land 
as section 4.1. Applicants are advised 
that Highway Inspectors will conduct 
checks to confirm this. In cases of 
doubt, applicants will be required to 
provide proof of the adequacy of the 
works (for instance, that private hard-
standings are permeable where this is 
required or that surface water does 
not shed onto the highway). 

ii. All necessary traffic management 
orders are successfully made (see 
note). 

iii. Any consents required by statutory 
undertakers to relocate or modify their 
equipment, if necessary, as section 
2.5.2 have been obtained. 

iv. Any design fees owed to the Highway 
Authority have been paid by the 
applicant/team. 
 

NOTE: In certain instances this standard 
may require parking restrictions (including 
yellow lines), kerb side parking bays and the 
like to be introduced, removed or adjusted to 
accommodate new vehicle crossings. 
Where this is the case then authorisation of 
new crossings will almost always be subject 
to traffic management orders (TMOs) being 
confirmed as per statutory and constitutional 
order making procedures. This is a separate 
process to the Town & Country planning 
process. They require the public to be 
consulted by advertising the proposed TMO. 
Applicants are responsible for all costs 
associated with making and advertising 
TMOs. 
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2 Design requirements   
 

2.1 Vehicle crossing or road junction? 
 

a. Accesses to properties from the highway for 
motor vehicles should be designed as 
vehicle crossing in accordance with the 
requirements in this and other standards 
when both of the following apply. 
i. Combined vehicle movements in and out 

of the access in any hour are estimated 
to be ≤ 6 commercial vehicles 
movements and/or ≤12 vehicles 
movements of any kind. 

ii. ≤ 12 individual premises share the 
access (see note). 
 

NOTE: This might include instance where 7 or 
fewer back-land properties share a private 
drive that is not highway but which is accessed 
from the highway carriageway via a vehicle 
crossing. See Section 2.4.2 for related design 
requirements. 
 

b. In instances other than ‘a’, road junctions 
should be introduced to provide access to 
properties as part of the highway network. 
They should be designed and treated as 
carriageways, with a raised table or traffic 
Carpet as standard DS.111 applied at the 
junction. An internal road designed to 
adoptable standards is also required. 

 

2.2 Number of vehicle crossings per 
property 
 

a. Residential properties may only be served 
by a single vehicle crossing. The same 
applies to commercial properties. However, 
for larger commercial premises, 
arrangements involving linked in-and-out 
crossings (e.g. carriageway drives) will be 
considered on a case specific basis and 
may be permitted by level 1 departure. To 
obtain this, both of the following must be 
demonstrated. 
i. The arrangement will resolve an 

unacceptable road safety issue that 
cannot be otherwise adequately 
addressed. 

ii. The arrangement will not negatively 
impact on accessibility, priority or 
convenience for pedestrians. These 
concerns are most likely to be satisfied 
when the length of footway between  the 
two crossings is ≥8m. 

 
 

2.3 Locating vehicle crossings 
 

a. Table 1 explains major constraints for 
locating new vehicle crossings. 
Crossings should not be sited where they 
will conflict with these. 

NOTE: Further design requirements that 
may have a secondary influence on location 
are explained elsewhere in this standard. 
However, all of these can be resolved 
through engineering, albeit that this may 
sometimes prove costly. Examples include 
relocating lighting columns or drainage 
gullies and strengthening chamber covers to 
resolve conflict. 
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Criteria Requirement Departure 
from 

requirement 
is subject to 

RSA as 
‘1.5c.iii’ 

A 
Proximity to other 
vehicle crossings 

New vehicle crossings should be located so that a minimum 1.2m length of standard 
footway is provided between it and any other neighbouring vehicle crossing. That length 
of footway should be delineated by a full height upstand kerb at its interface with the 
carriageway for its full duration.  Lengths that include flares associated with crossing 
ramps are excluded. 

No 

B 
Pedestrian crossings 

New vehicle crossings should not be located within 2.5m (measured along the street) of 
any uncontrolled Formal crossing for pedestrians, as defined the limits of associated 
tactile surfacing. They should also not be located within the confines of zig-zag lines 
associated with controlled Formal crossings. Adjusting lines is subject to the requirements 
of standard DS.308. 

Yes 

C 
Bus stop cages 

New vehicle crossings should not be located within bus cages or closer than 10m to one 
on the same side of the street. The Highway Authority reserves the right to extend this 
distance if the frequency of bus services or the number of queuing passengers warrant 
it. Relocating existing bus cages requires Level 1 Departure. 

Yes 

D 
Raised tables, speed 

cushions, speed 
humps and traffic 

islands 

New vehicle crossings should not be located adjacent to any of these features. The 
Highway Authority will consider reasonable proposals to relocate existing features at the 
applicant or team’s expense. 

Yes 

E 
Existing prescribed 

parking bays 

New vehicle crossings should not be located where they will conflict with existing 
prescribed parking bays for waiting or loading (either in respect to the physical location 
of the proposed access or by obstructing related visibility splays). The Highway Authority 
will consider reasonable proposals to relocate bays or, exceptionally, remove them 
without replacement. However, as this will require existing traffic management orders 
(TMOs) to be adjusted it is subject to statutory and constitutional procedures (see note to 
‘1.6a’).  

No 
 

F 
Close proximity to 

side roads 

New vehicle crossings should not be located within 15m of a side road junction to the 
same side of the street. This is measured from the projected edge of the nearest kerb of 
the interfacing road (prior to any corner radii) to the nearest edge of the private access. 
On classified roads (A and B roads) the minimum distance should be 24m. If the property 
to be served is located at a junction between two roads then the crossing should emerge 
onto the minor road to concentrate turning movements on one arm. 

Yes 

G 
Segregated cycle 

lanes 

If there is an existing cycle track on the footway or physically segregated cycle lane on 
the carriageway in the vicinity then introducing a new vehicle crossing on the same side 
of the street requires level 1 departure. Local adjustments to the cycling facility are likely 
to be necessary. Road safety audit is required in all instances. 

Yes 

H 
Locations with poor 

visibility for road 
users 

New vehicle crossings should not be introduced on the inside of bends if the radius of 
curvature at the centre line of the carriageway is ≤ 90 metres unless visibility requirements 
as per standard DS.114 are met. 

Yes 

I 
Street trees 

New vehicle crossings should not be introduced where they will require existing trees to 
be removed or will otherwise impact unacceptably upon them. See also note 1.  

No 

J 
Green verges 

New vehicle crossings should not be introduced where they will require existing grassed 
or planted verges or other soft landscaped areas to be replaced with a paved area. See 
also note 2. 

No 

K 
Land ownership 

Private hard-standings (and associated visibility splays for vehicles emerging from these 
onto the highway – see section 2.5.2) should normally be within the applicant’s freehold 
ownership. If this is not the case then the Applicant must obtain the freeholder’s consent. 
See also section 2.4. 

No 

NOTES 
1)    Examples of unacceptable impact include (a) risk of colliding with trunks due to the vehicle crossing width or (b) damaging 

rooting zones due to vehicle overrun. Constructing vehicle crossings over previously soft landscaped areas of any tree’s root 
protection area is unlikely to be permitted. See also note 2.  

2)     As per standard DS.601, the Highway Authority will not normally permit ‘no-dig’ constructions to be used as a 
means of allowing existing soft landscaped areas within the highway to be paved over whilst avoiding impacting 
on drainage or root protection areas. 
Table 1 – Major location constraints for new vehicle crossings 
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2.4 Requirements for private land 
 

2.4.1 Hard-standings   
 

a. Vehicle crossings must lead to a hard-
standing on private land that complies with 
the following requirements. 
i. It must be large enough to allow the 

vehicles likely to use it to park 
perpendicular to the carriageway without 
overhanging the highway and causing an 
obstruction in breach of section 137 of 
the Highways Act 1980 (in relation to 
which see also section 1.4). For 
crossings to serve residential premise, 
the size should be as Table 2. For those 
to serve commercial premise, size will be 
considered on a case specific basis but 
must satisfy the following. 

 Size must not be less than the values 
in Table 2. 

 Size must be sufficient to 
accommodate the vehicles that will 
use the crossing, as evidenced in a 
transport statement or transport 
impact assessment as ‘1.5b.v’. 

 Its width at the highway interface 
(measured along the highway) must 
not exceed that of the vehicle crossing 
as Table 5. This is to prevent vehicles 
from driving over parts of the footway 
that have not been strengthened. That 

is an offence  under  section   184   of   
the Highways Act 1980. If the hard-
standing exceeds the permitted 
crossing width then the Highway 
Authority will require permanent 
barriers to be erected to reduce it (e.g. 
walls, railings or bollards). 

ii. It must be at grade with the proposed 
level of the crossing at the interface 
between the highway and the private 
land. This is an important point of 
detail as the Highway Authority will not 
normally lower footways to meet 
existing private land levels. Applicants 
are solely responsible for carrying out 
works within their land to achieve this. 

iii. If it has an area >5m2 then, as per 
changes to permitted development 
rights made in 2008, either it must be 
constructed out of permeable 
materials else town and country 
planning consent must be obtained. 
 

b. Subject to the following, hard-standings 
for two vehicles may span and be shared 
by two neighbouring properties (such that 
each has a space for a single vehicle on 
the part that is on their land). 
i. Both property owners must consent to 

it. 
ii. A double crossing must then be 

provided as section 2.5.2. 

 
 

 
Dimension 

Length(m) of hard-standing 
intended to accommodate 1 

vehicle 

Length(m) of hard-standing 
intended to accommodate 2 

vehicles 

 

Internal depth back from the 
highway edge 

≥4.8 where vehicles will not park in 
front of doors into properties and 
≥6.0 where they will (see note 1) 

≥4.8 where vehicles will not park in 
front of doors into properties and 
≥6.0 where they will (see note 1) 

 

Internal width along the highway 
 

 
≥3.0 

 
≥5.0 

Width along the highway at 
interface with the highway edge 

(see note 2) 

 
3.0 

 
5.0 

NOTE 
1)    See ‘2.4.1a.i’ and section 1.4 about legal restrictions on vehicles overhanging the highway when they 

are parked on hard-standings. Property owners are responsible for providing even greater depths than 
the minimum permitted here to ensure this. 

2)     Additional pedestrian paths and gates may be located beside the vehicle access at the highway interface. However, 
they must be physically separated from it at that point if necessary to prevent the width at the interface from 
exceeding the permit value. 

Table 2 - Hard-standing dimensions for vehicle crossings serving residential premises
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2.4.2 Access drives to back-land properties 
 

a. Where properties are located in back-land 
then up to 12 may be accessed via a 
common drive. This does not prevent single 
back-land properties also being served by 
such a drive. 
 

b. Drives should meet the following 
requirements. 
i. They should be on private-land.  
ii. They should be paved (see note). 
iii. Their width should be as Table 3. 
iv. If they are longer than 45m then they 

must include a turning head. This must 
provide for both construction vehicles 
and likely service vehicles that will visit 
the properties when the drive is in 
operation. As a minimum, the latter 
should include refuse vehicles. 
 

NOTE: Applicants for new vehicle crossing 
should note that, as a town & country planning 
requirement, hard-standings on private land 
are normally required to use a pervious 
construction. 
 

No. of properties 
served (see note 
1) 

Required minimum width, 
metres 

 
1 

 
3.0 if ≤45m long 
3.7 if > 45 long (see note 2) 
 

 
 
2-5 

 
4.25 for the first 5m 
Thereafter may be reduced 
to 3.7 

 
6-10 

 
4.8 
 

NOTE 
1)    As per section 2.1 drives may not serve greater than 

12 properties.  
2)     This is so that emergency response vehicles can 

access properties. 
Table 3 – Width requirements for drives 
 

2.4.3 Visibility for vehicles as they emerge 
onto footways 
 

a. Visibility splays must be provided at the 
interface between the hard-standing (or 
drive) and the vehicle crossing. These must 
comply with the requirements in standard 
DS.114. See also the following. 
i. Section 1.4 about legal agreements to 

ensure that these are not obstructed in 
future. 

ii. Section 2.5.7 about the direction of 
movement when vehicles emerge 
onto footways. 

iii. Section 1.3.2 about the possible 
requirement for town and country 
planning permission to amend 
boundary walls, fences and railings 
associated with properties that are 
listed buildings or located within 
conservation areas. 
 

NOTE: See also Section 2.5.6 about 
providing separate visibility splays within the 
highway at the interface between crossings 
and the carriageway. 
 

2.4.4 Gates 
 

a. If applicants wish to gate either existing 
or proposed new vehicle crossings then 
the gates must comply with the following 
requirements. These apply equally to 
drives that serve back-land properties. 
i. They may not open onto the highway. 

This is as per section 153 of the 
Highways Act 1980. 

ii. They must be set back by ≥ 6m from 
the limit of the highway in order to 
prevent vehicles from obstructing the 
footway or carriageway whilst they are 
opened. This is as per section 137 of 
the Highways Act 1980.  
 

b. See also section 1.4 about legal 
agreements relating to gates. 
 

2.4.5 Drainage 
 

a. As per section 163 of the Highways Act 
1980, surface water from private land 
may not fall or be shed onto the Highway. 
Applicants and property owners must 
implement suitable measures on private 
land to ensure this. 
 

NOTE 1: The easiest way to achieve this is 
by profiling private hard-standings and 
drives to fall away from the highway. 
However, if this is not possible then it may 
be necessary to install a linear grid drain or 
similar along the highway interface. 
 

NOTE 2: Applicants for new vehicle crossing 
should note that, as a town & country 
planning requirement, hard-standings on 
private land are normally required to use a 
pervious construction. 
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2.5 Requirements for the highway 
(existing and proposed) 
 

2.5.1 Standard Details 
 

a. Vehicle crossings should conform to 
drawings LBS/1100/42 to LBS/1100/48 (see 
Appendix A). The type of paving used to the 
surface should be as required in the SSDM 
surfacing materials palette for the relevant 
specification area (as defined in the SSDM 
regulating plan. Variations to these details 
may be permitted by level 1 departure. One 
of the following must be demonstrated in 
order for this to be granted. 
i. Existing constraints prevent the normal 

detail from being used. The alternative 
detail must then conform with the normal 
detail as closely as possible. 

ii. The normal detail would not be in keeping 
with the typical design of other existing 
crossings on the streets that are of 
substantial townscape value. This will be 
judged by the Highway Authority on a 
case specific basis. 

In either instance, alternative details must 
be consistent with the council’s duties in 
respect to road safety and equality. 
 

NOTE: The detail in drawings LBS/1100/42 - 
48 requires the footway to remain at-grade as 

it passes over the crossing plateau (as 
opposed to dropping down to carriageway 
level). Interface grades on private land must 
be designed to allow this. The detail use a 
Type 2 profile kerb to take up the majority of 
the kerb height at the front of footway. This 
has an ~20° battered face. 

 

b. Any existing vehicle crossings that are 
encountered within scheme areas should 
be updated to conform to drawings 
LBS/1100/42 to LBS/1100/48. All the 
other requirements in ‘a’ also apply, 
including those for varying from the 
detail. 

 
 

2.5.2 Plateau widths and gradients 
 

a. Table 4 explains requirements for the 
width of the plateaus of new vehicle 
crossings, measured across the footway. 
This is the area of footway between the 
interface with the private land and the 
start of the ramp that leads down to the 
carriageway. Lesser widths and stepper 
cross-fall gradients require level 2 
departure. These are only likely to be 
approved if supported by groups 
representing disabled and other 
vulnerable pedestrians. 

 

 
 

SSDM/RP 
Specification Area 

Pedestrian plateau 
Cross fall gradient, 
measured across the 
footway 
 

Pedestrian plateau Width, 
measured across the 
footway or cycleway (m) 
Existing streets and 
spaces  (see note 2) 

Pedestrian plateau Width, 
measured across the 
footway or cycleway (m) 
New streets and spaces 

World Centre 1:30 -1:60 (1:40 preferred) 1.8 2.1 

Town Centre - 
Zone A(see note 1) 

1:30 -1:60 (1:40 preferred) 1.8 2.1 

Town Centre - 
Zone B (see note 1) 

1:30 -1:60 (1:40 preferred) 1.5 1.8 

Heritage 1:30 -1:60 (1:40 preferred) 1.5 1.8 

Village 1:30 -1:60 (1:40 preferred) 1.5 1.8 

Docks 1:30 -1:60 (1:40 preferred) 1.5 1.8 

General 1:30 -1:60 (1:40 preferred) 1.5 1.8 

NOTE 
1)    See standard DS.208 for definitions of Zone A and Zone B within Town Centre Specification Areas. 
2)    If new vehicle crossings are proposed in existing streets and spaces then (where necessary) 

footways and other non-carriageway pavements should be widened so that the plateau widths 
and gradients in this Table are achieved. Any requests for departure to not do so must 
demonstrate that widening is unfeasible owing to restrictions on street width or engineering 
constraints. Notwithstanding this, widths below 1.5 m and gradients steeper than 1:30 are only 
likely to be approved when they are supported by representatives of disabled and elderly 
pedestrians 

Table 4 – Width and gradient requirements for plateaus
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0 
 

2.5.3 Crossing width along the street 
(single and double crossings) 
 

a. Table 5 explains width requirements for new 
vehicle crossings, measured along the 
street. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Circumstance 

 

Type of 
properties 

severed  
(see note 1) 

Radius ≥600 mm Transition 
ramp ends (see note 2) 
Required crossing width, 
excluding ramp transitions 
(m) 

Radius <600 mm or 
Dropper/other Transition ramp 
ends (see note 2) 
Required crossing width, 
excluding ramp transitions (m) 

Crossing serves a single property Residential 3.0 3.3 

Crossing serves a single property Commercial 3.5 3.8 

Crossing serves one or more rear 
properties that are accessed via 
a drive as section 2.4.2. 

 
Residential 

 

 
3.0 - 5.0 to match the 
drive width as Table 3 

 
3.3 - 5.0 to match the 
drive width as Table 3 

Crossing serves one or more rear 
properties that are accessed via 
a drive as section 2.4.2. 

 
 

Commercial 

 
3.5 - 5.0 to match the 
drive width as Table 3 

 
3.8 - 5.0 to match the 
drive width as Table 3 

Crossing serves 2 neighbouring 
residences sharing a common 
hard-standing for 2 vehicles that 
spans both as 2.4.1.b. 

 
 

Residential 

 
 

5.0 

 
 

5.3 

Crossing serves 2 neighbouring 
residences sharing a common 
hard-standing for 2 vehicles that 
spans both as 2.4.1.b. 

 
 

Commercial 

 
 

N/A 

 
 

N/A 

NOTE 
1) Where a crossing serves 2 or more premises and these are a mix of residential and commercial       
properties then requirements shall be as if all were commercial. 
2) The required transition type differs between the various standard details discussed in 2.5.1. 

Table 5 - Crossing width requirements 
 
 
 

2.5.4 Statutory undertaker and highway 
drainage equipment 
 

a. Wherever possible, vehicle crossing should 
be positioned to avoid equipment owned by 
Statutory Undertakers (e.g. below-ground 
chambers, pipes, drains and ducts and 
above-ground cabinets). Where this is not 
possible then, to accommodate both vehicle 
overrun and the proposed design levels, the 
equipment must be strengthen and reset to 
new levels (as necessary). 

 

b. Wherever possible, Highway drainage 
gullies (and similar) should not be located 
immediately in front of vehicle crossings that 
serve Commercial premises (or vice versa if 
the crossing is new). Where new vehicle 
crossings are proposed that would serve 
commercial premises, the Highway 
Authority   reserves   the   right   to   require 

gullies to be relocated to avoid damage to 
iron work and/or carriageways to be re-
profiled to shed surface water to these. 

 

2.5.5 Street furniture and lighting columns 
 

a. Neither street furniture nor street lighting 
columns should be located within 1.2m of 
the edge of a vehicle crossing.  
 

b. Where new vehicle crossings are proposed 
and their locations conflict as above with any 
existing items, that conflict must be 
addressed as follows. 

i. Street furniture 
Items should be reviewed to determine 
whether they are still required to serve a 
purpose and then removed or relocated as 
appropriate. To ensure that review occurs 
both these things require level 1 departure 
acceptance.  
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ii. Street lighting columns 
Items must be relocated as part of a 
revised street lighting design. Teams are 
advised that, in some instances, 
achieving satisfactory light distribution 
may require repositioning of columns 
elsewhere on the street too. 
 

2.5.6 Visibility for vehicles as they emerge 
onto the carriageway 
 

a. Where required, visibility splays meeting the 
requirements in standard DS.114 must be 
provided at the interface between the 
vehicle crossing and the carriageway at the 
base of the ramp. This is so that drivers 
emerging onto the carriageway from the 
crossing can be seen by approaching traffic. 

 

NOTE: In general, for vehicle crossings that 
serve residential premises, standard DS.114 
only requires visibility splays at carriageway 
interfaces where they are located on Classified 
Roads (A and B roads). However, they are 
required in all instances for vehicle crossings 
that serve commercial premises. 

 

2.5.7 Direction of movement of entering and 
exiting vehicles 
 

Residential Premises 
a. Requirements about the direction of vehicle 

movements for vehicle crossings that serve 
residential premises are as follows.  
i. Vehicles must be able to exit private land 

in forward gear. If it is not possible to 
provide a turning head on private land 
then a legal agreement as ‘iii’ to permit 
vehicles to reverse into the crossing may 
sometimes be acceptable. 

ii. If the vehicle crossing is on a classified 
road (an A or B road) or serves 2 or more 
back-land properties (see section 2.4.2) 
then vehicles must be able to enter the 
private land in forward gear. 

iii. In instances other than ‘ii’, wherever 
possible vehicles should be able to enter 
private land in forward gear. However, 
where this is not possible then reversing 
into the vehicle crossing from the 
carriageway may be acceptable subject 
to local traffic conditions. If it is it will be 
included in the conditions attached to the 
crossing authorisation (see section 2 
attached  to  the  crossing   authorisation  

(see section 2.2). This will not normally be 
considered in the vicinity of pedestrian 
entrances to schools and nurseries.  

 

Commercial Premises 
b. Where vehicle crossings serve commercial 

premises then vehicles should be able to 
both enter and exit private land in forward 
gear. Turning facilities should be provided 
on private land as necessary. 

 

2.5.8 H-bar markings in front of vehicle 
crossings 
 

New H-bars 
a. No new H-bar markings should be 

introduced, irrespective of the presence of 
any existing instances in the near vicinity. 
See DS 007. 
 

Existing H-bars 
b. If existing H-Bar markings are encountered 

within the scheme area then how they 
should be treated depends upon their 
individual age.  

i. Where an instance was installed ≤ 3 
years ago then it should be retained 
unless approval in writing to remove it is 
obtained from the property owner to 
which the related vehicle crossing or 
other access leads. However, such 
existing markings may not be refreshed 
unless a level 1 departure is agreed (i.e. 
be re-lined if they are fading).  

ii. Where an instance was installed >3 
years ago then it should be removed 
unless a level 1 departure is agreed to 
retain it. It will need to be demonstrated 
that it serves a legitimate purpose that 
could not be reasonably achieved 
through other approaches. See DS 007. 

 

2.5.9 Yellow line waiting restrictions in the 
vicinity of vehicle crossings 

 

a. See standard DS.002 about providing 
yellow line waiting restrictions in the vicinity 
of vehicle crossings. In general, restrictions 
are required for residential vehicle 
crossings, extending ≥ 2m either side of the 
crossing. However, they are required for 
commercial vehicle crossings in all 
instances. Where they are required then 
restrictions normally need to extend to the 
entire length of related visibility splays, for 
which see standard DS.114. 
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Appendix A 
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